INTERNAL AFFAIRS

SAL/NEF/ALR

MESSAGE POINTS
2017-2018
Topic:  SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION (SAL)
Message Points:

· The Sons of The American Legion was established as a non-political, non-sectarian civilian organization at the 14th National Convention of The American Legion in Portland, Oregon, September 12-15, 1932.

· The Sons of The American Legion is a program of The American Legion with over 6,100 Sons of The American Legion Squadrons located throughout the United States, France, and the Philippines with a total membership of nearly 370,000 members.

· The major goal of the Sons of The American Legion is support to our nation’s veterans and their families as well as support to The American Legion.

· The Sons of The American Legion has adopted by resolution to support The American Legion Child Welfare Foundation and since 1987, the year of adoption, the Sons have made donations well over 7 million dollars.

· The Sons of The American Legion annually contributes over 1.6 million dollars in cash and goods to our nation’s veterans in VA Home and Medical facilities and over 455,000 volunteer hours.

· The Sons of The American Legion program is a key component to the Legion family in support of The American Legion and all veterans.
Topic:    NATIONAL EMERGENCY FUND
Message Points:

· The American Legion National Emergency Fund (NEF) is in place to quickly assist our members who have been displaced or evacuated from their primary home due to damages sustained by a declared natural disaster.

· The NEF may grant up to $3,000 to a member (or $10,000 to an American Legion post) in emergency funds.

· Total grants given to members and posts in 2016 totaled over $181,000.  

· As of late September, 2017, we have distributed over $116,500 in grants, primarily as a result of tornados in Illinois, Tennessee, and Georgia as well as hurricanes Matthew (South Carolina), Harvey (Texas and Louisiana), and Irma (Florida and South Carolina).  We are now pending requests for Hurricane Maria for members in Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands.
· NEF grants assist with out-of-pocket expenses incurred as are result of the members’ displacements from damaged homes. Items covered include, but are not limited to, housing, food, gas, clothing and various and sundry items needed to sustain the family.

· Every dollar donated to the fund is used for the express purpose of rendering financial assistance to members of The American Legion, Sons of The American Legion, and American Legion posts.

· The total amount of grant monies awarded since the NEF was reinstated in 1989 is now more than $8.7 million.

· The NEF program is unique.  Our members know they can turn to The American Legion for immediate financial assistance without repayment requirements normally associated with other federal and state agencies.  

· Our dedication to “Mutual Helpfulness” is at work in time of need.
Topic:  American Legion Riders
· The American Legion Riders (ALR) is a dynamic national program administered by the departments and posts in each of the 55  departments.

·  The ALR was first established as a local post program in 1993 at Post 396, Garden City, Michigan, and has since grown to about 2,200 post-affiliated chapters worldwide in 2017.


· The ALR is not a motorcycle club, but rather an association of like-minded Legion Family members who enjoy family activities and the opportunity to advance the aims and goals of The American Legion.
  
· The national ALR membership is estimated to be at about 120,000 Riders, all of whom are current members of The American Legion Family.


· ALR membership has continued to grow rapidly, attracting many new American Legion, American Legion Auxiliary, and Sons of The American Legion members—a truly “family” centered organization.


· In 2005, the Mulvane, Kansas ALR founded The Patriot Guard, a national movement which since its beginning has honored and protected military funerals.
· The American Legion Riders across the country have helped to raise over $14 million dollars for The American Legion Legacy Scholarship Fund since its inception in 2002.
· The American Legion Legacy Run, www.legion.org/riders/legacyrun, the country’s largest cross country, multi-day motorcycle touring event, helps raise over $1M annually for the American Legion Legacy Scholarship. 
· Riders also raise and donate hundreds of thousands of dollars annually to countless national, state, and local programs and charities for veterans, military families, and communities. 

· Riders now also actively ride and raise funds for Operation Comfort Warriors (www.legion.org/ocw), providing for comfort items and assistance for our recovering wounded at military bases and transition battalions all over the country. 
· The American Legion Riders attract active duty military members as well as veterans from all war eras as far back as WWII.  Active-duty members are also eligible to join - and they are joining.  Many active duty military installations conduct motorcycle safety training programs in which American Legion Riders play an important part.
· Riders promote the honorable nature of military service, providing honor guards and flag lines to local military funerals, patriotic parades and other memorial events each year.

The American Legion Riders today are important part of the Legion family in support of virtually all programs of The American Legion.
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